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Why was the Year 2 Diagnostic
Net introduced?

It is important to ensure that all children achieve
the highest possible standards of literacy and
numeracy.

It is now widely acknowledged that a crucial
aspect of improving literacy and numeracy
standards is the early identification of children
who may require additional support in these
areas.

The Year 2 Diagnostic Net is a process of
monitoring and reporting on children’s
development in aspects of literacy and
numeracy.

What does the Year 2 Diagnostic
Net involve?

The Year 2 Diagnostic Net involves teachers of
children in Years 1, 2 and 3 in:
• carefully monitoring each child’s learning and

development in aspects of literacy and
numeracy;

Example — Phase B of  Writing Developmental Continuum

• using specially designed assessment tasks to
confirm their assessment;

• providing learning support for children;

• reporting to parents about their child’s
development in aspects of literacy and
numeracy.

How is your child’s literacy and
numeracy development
monitored?

To monitor your child’s progress in Years 1, 2
and 3, teachers use commonly agreed
milestones, or key indicators, of learning and
development in aspects of literacy and
numeracy. These indicators of development
provide teachers with a common framework
for observing your child’s literacy and
numeracy development in the early childhood
years.

The indicators are grouped into phases of
development. The way the indicators are
grouped reflects the general patterns of
learning that are typical in young children.

Role Play Writing
Phase A Phase B

Experimental
Writing

Phase C
Early Writing

Experimental Writing
Children operating in this phase are aware that speech can be written down
and that written messages remain constant. They understand the left-to-right
organisation of print and experiment with writing letters and words.

The key indicators for this particular phase include:
• reading back own writing;
• attempting familiar forms of writing — e.g. lists, letters, stories, messages;
• writing using simplified structures of oral language — see sample at right;
• using writing to convey meaning;
• realising that print contains a message that does not change;
• writing from left to right and from top to bottom;
• demonstrating one-to-one correspondence between the written and the

spoken word;
• relying heavily on the most obvious sounds of a word when writing —

e.g. ‘hd’ for ‘heard’.

Phase D
Conventional

Writing
Proficient Writing

Phase E Phase F

Advanced Writing

Once upon a time there was a dog.
It went into a cave. Suddenly,

suddenly, suddenly, a dragon jumped
down and scared the dog away.
Suddenly, suddenly, suddenly, the

dog fell into a hole.
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The complete set of phases for a focus area is
referred to by teachers as a developmental
continuum. Examples of indicators in Writing
and Number are included in this leaflet.

How do teachers confirm their
observations about your child’s
literacy and numeracy skills?

To assist teachers in identifying those children
who may benefit from additional support, some
specially designed assessment tasks will be
administered by teachers of  Year 2 children.
These tasks will be completed individually with
those children who have been experiencing
difficulty in some aspect of literacy or numeracy.

The results of these assessment tasks enable
teachers to confirm their judgments about
children’s progress. This assessment process is
called validation.

It is optional for teachers to use this process
more widely to confirm their assessment of
children’s progress.

How do teachers use this
information to support
children’s learning?

In response to information about children’s
development, teachers make adjustments to
learning programs. Some children will receive
additional support that takes into account
their particular learning needs.

This support may range from being involved in
a modified learning program in the classroom
to receiving individual tutoring.

Support is provided by classroom teachers,
key teachers and trained tutors.

How do schools report to
parents?

As part of the Year 2 Diagnostic Net, a
standard written report will be sent to the
parents of children in Years 1, 2 and 3. This
report tells you the phase in which your child
is operating and provides a brief description

Example — Phase C of Number Developmental Continuum

Child’s response:

Phase A
Exploring the
Environment

Extended Place
Value

Phase FPhase B
Early Discoveries in

Number

Phase C
Beginning Number

Study

Phase D
Early Place Value Early Operations

Phase E

Teacher’s
instruction:
Write the
number 10,
write its name
and draw a
picture to show
10.

Beginning Number Study
Children operating in this phase are becoming familiar with the standard
way of recording numbers in digit and word forms. They can compare the
size of groups by matching items or by sight if the number of items is three
or less. Children demonstrate an understanding of the concept of addition
and are able to recall particular addition facts to 10.

The key indicators for this phase include:
• counting forwards and backwards;
• demonstrating an understanding of one-to-one correspondence;
• counting rationally;
• comparing and classifying numbers from zero to 10;
• representing numbers from zero to 10;
• demonstrating an understanding of the concept of addition;
• calculating, explaining and recording addition situations to 10;
• recalling and explaining particular addition facts to 10;
• solving problems using a variety of strategies;
• demonstrating an understanding of concepts associated with money.
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of that phase.  Your child’s teacher may also comment on your child’s progress. Education systems
may vary in the number of focus areas of literacy and numeracy about which they report to
parents.
Following the written report, you will be invited to discuss your child’s progress with his or her
teacher.  At this meeting, the teacher will show you your child’s Individual Student Profiles, which
contain detailed information about your child’s learning and development in aspects of literacy and
numeracy.
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Supporting Literacy and Numeracy Development in the Early Years of Schooling

How can parents find out more
about the Net?

To ensure that each child’s learning progresses, it
is vital that schools and parents work together. It
is therefore important that parents fully
understand the Net process, which aims to
promote each child’s literacy and numeracy
learning. You will receive more detailed
information about aspects of your child’s literacy
and numeracy learning in the brochures:
• Supporting your child’s number development;
• Supporting your child’s reading development; and
• Supporting your child’s writing development.

If you would like more information about the
Year 2 Diagnostic Net, please contact your
school principal or your child’s teacher.
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